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2010 Offroad season preview 
 

 

Hello and welcome to the preview of the 2010 Offroad season brought to you by the Offroad Commission. 

 

The Offroad Commission intends to keep Irish offroad riders informed on the various aspects of offroad events 

and activities in Ireland. 

Your main sources of event information are the online Google calendars which are the most accurate and easy 

means of staying informed of event details. Below are the calendar links. 

 

XC Race Calendar   XC calendar is maintained by Fergal Kilkenny  

Downhill/DH & 4Xcalendar DH/4X calendar is maintained by Gav Doran 

 

Cyclocross/CX calendar   CX calendar is maintained by Morgan O'Connell 

 

The Offroad Commission will be enabling the clubs to allow riders to register online for the various events, 

saving a lot of admin time and queues at sign-on so be sure to use the online registration system for events, it is 

fast and easy to use! 

 

There is a busy 2010 ahead for Offroad riders with the XC, 4X and DH Calendars full of events and races: 

On the DH front for 2010 there is the Winter League, the DH National Champs, the DH NPS, not forgetting that 

amazing DH/XC hybrid - the EPIC Blast. 

For XC’ers, event s include the XC National Champs, the XC NPS, the XC National Marathon Champs, the West 

Cork Bike Fest, MADMTB’s King of 3Rock and more. 

 

New to the Irish scene is the G-Ride Full Irish 4X NPS and 4X National Champs (see the DH calendar for 4x dates) 

  

http://www.irishxcmtb.com/race_calendar.htm
http://www.madmtb.com/forums/fergal.kilkenny@gmail.com
http://www.irishdh.com/racecalendar.html
http://www.madmtb.com/forums/gavdoran@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=njg9n5bl9m8i2mli9vkkb2nl6k%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Europe/Dublin
http://www.madmtb.com/forums/morgan.oconnell@gmail.com
http://fs17.formsite.com/offroadeventsreg/registration/index.html
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Online Registration:  
Online registration  will be used for as many 

offroad events as possible in 2010.  

 

Please note that it is very important that as 

many riders as possible utilise this new 

system. By using this system, there are 

significant time and work savings for the 

organising clubs and th e race/live timing 

services but also benefits for you as a rider.  

 

The DH live timing guys will really 

appreciate the extra help provided by 

having a list of the riders that they can 

automatically feed into their system before 

the race itself.  

 

All race organisers will appreciate having 

the sign -on sheets already filled - in with the 

riders names/category/licence details etc..  

 

 

The system will help reduce the queues at sign -on, allowing you more practice time on the track 

and less time standing in line, w hich we're sure you all would prefer.  

 

An important aspect of any race series is accurate recording of the riders names and details etc.. 

and this system helps with that as it is intended to link in with Cycling Ireland members 

registration details to ens ure we identify all riders as accurately as possible.  

 

The system also benefits you by being able to send out mass emails to all registered riders to 

advise them of any urgent updates regarding races. Online payment is not being included for now 

but may b e utilised for future races.  

 

We would ask that riders only register if they definitely intend going to the race, riders who 

repeatedly register but do not turn up may be prevented from using the system in future.   

 

We appreciate your help in  using this s ystem  to improve the quality of offroad  events .  

Any questions please email offroad.commission@gmail.com    

http://fs17.formsite.com/offroadeventsreg/registration/index.html
file:///C:/Users/Fergal/Documents/Office%20docs/Word/MTB/OffRoad%20Commission/Communications/offroad.commission@gmail.com
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CX/cyclo-cross  

The 2009 Irish Cyclo Cross Championships will be held at St Annes Park Dublin on 7th Feb 2010. Full details can be 

found here. 

 

DH/downhill 

The DH Winter League kicked-off with the first round in Bree Co. Wexford with 140+ riders in attendance.  
 
Round 2 is set for Cloon Wicklow (hosted by EPICMTB) and the 3rd & 4th 

rounds being hosted by CRC in Moneyscalp The 2009 Winter League 
attracted a huge amount of riders and 2010 is set to be even more 
popular this year.  
The DH NPS starts on the weekend of 4th/5th of April in Cahir Tipperary 
and will be hosted by 021 Racing. 
 The 2009 NPS season was fiercely contested in all categories and was run 
on some hugely entertaining tracks with 2010 looking in excellent shape 
too, Irish DH racing continues to grow from strength to strength and 
attract more riders (even XC die-hards!) each year.  
 
Some of the most successful riders from last year including Colin Ross, 
Gareth McKee, Ewan Doherty and the Wolverines will be looking over 
their shoulder at (or maybe looking forward at ) the likes of Irish Junior 
Champion Greg Callaghan and David Graham, both of whom will be 
moving up to the Elite cat this year. 
 
It promises to be a very tight battle this year. Irish DH is however just not 
about the Elite and top junior riders and battle will recommence in all of 

the cats with the Masters, Ladies, Vets and U16 cats all being a close call. Assuming last years unbeaten U14 
Champ, Cam Cornforth, moves up to the U16 class this year, his wee bro Luke looks good for the U14 title, 
but….you never know what comes along….. and Jacob Dickson could push him all the way if he 
races…….amongst others of course.  
 
One of the biggest pluses that riders have indicated on the 
various websites was the race site support offered by a 
number of bike shops with OC Tuning being the one most 
lauded by riders in every class.  
Big James and his boss Nat have indicated that they will be 
back out supporting riders in as many events as they 
possibly can and subject to other business commitments 
they hope to be at all the Winter series races offering their 
usual prompt and reliable service along with the banter that 
only they can offer.  
 
DH venues are difficult to come by and the organisers are often at the 
mercy of the venue owners. Please don’t leave your rubbish behind you 
thinking someone else will pick it up. It is a problem which doesn’t seem to be getting any better. It will really be a serious problem if 
venue owners refuse to let us use the forests because of the litter.  

 

For all your DH-related info, be sure to check out the official home of Irish DH: http://www.irishdh.com/  

https://sites.google.com/site/irishcxchamps/
http://www.irishdh.com/index.php/information-on-race-previews-reviews-and-results/13-race-round-up/184-floods-and-mud-in-bree-winter-league-round-1
http://www.irishdh.com/index.php/information-on-race-previews-reviews-and-results/14-race-preview/186-irish-winter-league-2010-cloon-preview-
http://www.021racing.com/home/
http://www.octuning.ie/
http://www.irishdh.com/
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4X 

The G-Ride Full Irish 4X NPS kicks-off this year with the venues being Wicklow and Moneyscalp. On 1st August 

there will be the Wicklow Cycles Pump Action 4X Cup being run by Brian from Wicklow Cycles. Keep an eye on 

www.irishdh.com for the latest info and calendar. 

XC/cross-country 

Developmental XC Race Series:  

The first of the developmental XC Race Series events, managed by Richie 
Byrne from EPICMTB commences on 21st Feb. in Ballinastoe, Wicklow. 
 
This series is sponsored by WheelWorx and the Cycling Ireland Offroad 
Commission, and is aimed at the beginner/novice and underage 
categories (no Senior categories) and there won't be any savage climbs, 
everything will be rideable.  
 
There will be an A and a B category for Sports:  

A for serious Sports  

B for complete beginners  

Other categories will be: Ladies, Under 16, Under 14, Under 12, Under 

10, Under 8. 

Entry fee will be minimal (all underage will be free entry) but one day 

licences will be compulsory.  

 

It is planned that Under age races will start at 10am with Sports/Ladies at 11am. The Offroad Commission will be 

providing the trophies and additional support along with senior racers from various clubs – big thanks to those 

who have volunteered to help with this series! 

 

Regional racing: 

 

Soon after the final Development race comes the first round of 

the Leinster XC League hosted by newcomers to the XC racing 

scene: Racing 795.  

Dave Furlong and his club mates are very eager to have riders 

race their singletrack at Kilbrannish, in the foothills of Mount 

Leinster and this will be a great kick-start to the year where 

riders will be sizing themselves up against their competition 

and seeing whose winter training has been paying off! 

 

The 2nd round of the Leinster League will be hosted by none other than CuChulainn in either the Lumpers venue 

or Carlingford Forest, either way it will be a great track and hard&fast racing! 

The 3rd & 4th rounds will be hosted by IMBRC and MADMTB under NPS rounds 1 and 7 respectively. 

 

file:///C:/Users/Fergal/Documents/Office%20docs/Word/MTB/OffRoad%20Commission/Communications/www.irishdh.com
http://www.wheelworxbikes.com/
http://racing795.com/xcmtb-race/


Offroad Commission 2010 preview       offroad.commission@gmail.com 

 
 

5 | P a g e  
 

The Ulster XC League will similarly be comprised of NPS dates and standalone events -the first half of the league 

will comprise of the following NPS races: 

9th May - XMTB Lady Dixon Park Belfast (NPS Round 3/Ulster XC League 1) 

23rd May - Madigan Magheramorne Quarry Larne (NPS Round 4/Ulster XC league 2) 

26th June - Dromara CC Dunmore Mountain - (NPS Round 6/Ulster XC league 3) 

The remaining races have yet to be confirmed, but may consist of events held at Rostrevor, Castlewellan and 

Craigavon possibly being hosted by Banbridge CC, XMTB and Apollo.  

Keep an eye on irishxcmtb.com for announcements/confirmation. 

 

XC NPS: 
Sunday 11th April sees the start of the XC NPS series with Round 1 hosted by the IMBRC. 

 
The XC NPS series is set to be more competitive than ever 
before, in particular the Masters category which will be fiercely 
contested. 
 
The top 5 riders in 2010 Masters were Oisin Boydell (MADMTB), 
Robert Tobin (IMBRC), Alfie Wallace (EPICMTB), Stuart Galloway 
(WORC) and Oscar Mac Ananey, (EPICMTB), but with Luke 
Smaul (EPICMTB) moving from Experts into Masters and the 
return of his club mate Damian ‘dark horse’ Mulchrone to XC 
racing, the fight for a top 5 position in 2010 will be an incredibly 
tough battle. 
 
 
 

Other threats come in the form of riders who 
placed well in their 2009 races but did not 
complete as many rounds, they include Luke 
Manning (IMBRC), Gordon Lucas (WORC) and 
Richie Close (MADMTB).  
 
Another danger-man will be Mark McGauley from 
MADMTB, who showed consistent improvement 
in Masters after he self-promoted himself to the 
category after winning Sports in NPS rnd. 1 in 
Killarney last year.  
He will be riding the same bike the sped Oisin 
Boydell to victory in 2009 so he’s off to a good 
start! 
 

Both Oisin Boydell and Richie Close are sponsored for 2010 by Danish firm Pronghorn Racing and will be riding 

their T2T carbon hardtail, so they’ll be eager to do their sponsor proud!  

 

  

http://banbridgecc.proboards.com/index.cgi
http://www.xmtb.co.uk/xmtb/Home.html
http://www.apolloct.com/
irishxcmtb.com
http://www.imbrc.com/
http://www.pronghornracing.dk/
http://www.pronghornracing.dk/index.php?page=shop.product_details&flypage=flypage.tpl&product_id=25&category_id=2&option=com_virtuemart&Itemid=1&vmcchk=1&Itemid=1
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XC National Champs: 

The XC National Champs will be hosted by EPICMTB in the classic venue of Djouce Woods on Sunday 18th July 

Djouce woods currently has some world-class singletrack but Richie Byrne and his team of trail-engineers are 

working on adding even more trails to really impress all the riders, it promises to be a huge event on the best 

trails in Ireland! 

 

http://www.epicmtb.com/
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Other events: 

Rounding off the summer season there’s a lot of people looking forward to 

the 021 Racing / Southern Extreme West Cork Bike Fest event scheduled for 

the weekend of 21/22 Aug: Like 2009 - the Saturday is going to be a mash-up 

staged enduro/DH type fun format, and then an XC marathon on the Sunday.  

It’s going to be another great weekend’s biking so make time on your hectic MTB calendar to get to this one!  

The weekend of 4th/5th Sep sees MADMTB present: The King of 3Rock! 

This is a fun Enduro/Endurance combination race testing both bike handling skills and 

fitness.  

The Saturday will see the Dixie Dash (DH/XC) where riders will compete against the clock 

to earn points on several DH-style XC tracks (no uphills!) The Sunday witnesses the return of the 

critically acclaimed MAD MAX-XC event showcasing the best trails on 3Rock. 

The MAD MAX-XC won the Cycling Ireland Best Leisure event in 2009 so the 20 year old Dublin MTB club are 

looking to make the challenge even bigger and better for 2010! 

 

2 weeks later on the 18th/19th Sep EPICMTB present the EPIC Blast! 

This high-adrenaline DH/XC combo is a huge favourite amongst all styles of riders 

and it deservedly won the Cycling Ireland Best Event of 2009 thus is a hot contender 

for the same title in 2010 as it is set to be even bigger in 2010 as it moves to a 2-day 

format.  

Keep an eye on www.epicmtb.com for more details 

 

Marathon events: 

In terms of Marathon events, those CuChulainn strongmen, the brothers McCabe, have their 

‘Cooley Thriller’ scheduled for 28th Aug.  

In previous years, this has been an event which incorporates some of the most amazing open-

mountain singletrack in Ireland and is highly recommended. 

 

 

Rounding off the XC season, the National Marathon XC Champs takes place on 26th 

Sept in Ballyhoura hosted by MBCC. 

 

Ballyhoura will be an excellent venue for this type of event as there is a huge amount 

of weatherproof superfast singletrack on offer. 

 

For all your XC-related info, be sure to check out the official home of Irish XC: http://www.irishxcmtb.com/  

All in all, a very exciting year for Irish Offroad racing in 2010.  
See you on the start line! 

 

Regards,  

Cycling Ireland Offroad Commision 

http://www.021racing.com/
http://www.southernextreme.ie/
http://www.madmtb.com/
http://www.epicmtb.com/
http://www.epicmtb.com/
http://www.dundalkcycling.com/
http://www.mbcc.ie/
http://www.irishxcmtb.com/

